they would yield to him in this, that Stratford's life might
be spared under any disabilities, however stringent, they
chose to place him. The King was sending this message by
" that one of your order who is most dear to me/* and he
rested " Your unalterable and affectionate Friend/* Then
followed a postscript which drew eyebrows upwards in
polite surprise. Later men said it had been added in malice
by the Queen.

tc If he must dye," it ran, " it were Charity to Reprieve
him till Saturday/'

The reader's voice ceased. There was a long hush while
men shifted uneasily in their places. Then someone moved
that they continue with their business. The royal appeal
was quietly laid aside and next day Mr. Evelyn could write:

cc I beheld on Tower-hill the fatal stroke which severed
the wisest head in England from the shoulders of the Earl
of Stratford"